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Ideology and Utopia in the Twenty-First Century: The Surplus of Meaning in Ricoeur’s Conception of the Dialectical Relationship of Ideology and Utopia

We are requesting papers for an edited volume corresponding with the 30-year anniversary of the groundbreaking work by Paul Ricoeur, Lectures on Ideology and Utopia (1986)—and the 40-year anniversary of the original lectures (1975). Lexington Books has expressed a strong interest in this publication.

Originally placed in creative tension by Karl Mannheim, the terms ideology and utopia provided material for Ricoeur’s reflection and writing. Not only did Ricoeur expand the concepts but he also refined them. Little has been done to engage Ricoeur’s skill in interpreting ideology and utopia or their creative tension as they emerge in other specific philosophical texts. Ricoeur also significantly contributed to the often wholly negative approach to ideology in an intricate dialectic involving both the positive and negative roles of ideology. He examined utopia similarly, addressing its positive and negative dimensions, all the while indicating the dialectical way that ideology and utopia provide a corrective to each other. 
 
Interest in the political dimension of Ricoeur’s work has grown and flourished due to his late political essays of the nineties and the ongoing reception of his work, exemplified by the Lexington series on his thought, the Ricoeur journal, and the interrelated Ricoeur societies worldwide. In addition, the shift in the understanding of ideology in terms of Charles Taylor’s notion of the “social imaginary” as well as the current emphasis on embodiment in philosophy allows for new resources to be brought to Ricoeur’s original thesis. Issues of ideology and utopia are still as relevant to the role of philosopher as cultural critic as ever. 

To this end, we are looking for papers that continue, critique, or extend Ricoeur’s provocative interweaving of ideology and utopia. We seek contributions that will not only engage the strengths and weaknesses of Ricoeur’s original work but also might expand understanding of how juxtaposing ideology and utopia affects, implicates, and amplifies the social imaginary and embodiment. Paper topics that bring to the fore how this aspect of Ricoeur’s work has significance for the wider twenty-first century political landscape are especially encouraged.

Please address any questions and paper submissions for this volume to Stephanie Arel at snarel@bu.edu by Tuesday, May 30, 2017.  Please include in the subject line: <<Your Last NameIUVolumeSubmission>> 

Submissions for papers should include:

-Author name, institutional affiliation, e-mail address, and mailing address
-Proposed Paper Title 
-300 Word Paper Abstract
-Short Bio
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