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We would like to invite abstract proposals for the panel on Critical Theory at the 2010 International Society for Religion, Literature and Culture conference in Oxford (UK). –

Deadline: March 30, 2010.

Critical Theory Panel

The history of philosophy since Descartes can be described as a series of attempts to overcome the solipsism of the human subject, from both an ontological and epistemological perspective.  Fichte’s account of mutual recognition as the basis of his doctrine of justice, together with Hegel’s further development of mutual recognition, mark one of the most significant shifts within this history from egoism to the other and concerns for mutual recognition as the necessary condition for self-consciousness.  In view of the Hegelian account, the question of the other has persisted in the form of reactions against Hegel’s system.  Such reactions, if not repudiating this system altogether, then at least attempt to save some aspects of Hegel’s philosophy in order to develop our understanding of the other in a different direction.  Heidegger, Levinas and Ricoeur figure as three significant thinkers within the debate on the other, and it is through them that the self-other relation has opened beyond a simple binary or dialectical dependency.  Themes such as suffering, alibi, forgiveness, friendship and consolation have provided both a new depth to the self-other relation and a bridge by which the other forces a reshaping of critical theory in analysing its social, political and economic dimensions.  This panel invites proposals that address how the other through, but not limited to, the themes mentioned above suggest new forms of practice as a critique of social, political and economic discourses and institutions.  We particularly welcome proposals exploring how Ricoeur attempts to mediate between Hegel, Heidegger and Levinas in view of correlating ethics and moral philosophy with practice. 

Contributors should aim to deliver a 20 minute paper when read aloud. 

Please send the proposed title of your paper, with an abstract of not more than500 words, to Dr. Todd Mei at T.Mei@kent.ac.uk. 

For more information about the conference, please see: www.theology.ox.ac.uk/ISRLC.

